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Foreword 


This  is  the  second  annual  joint  report  of  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  and  the  Board  of  Public  Education.  It  includes 
statistics  and  information  about  Montana  education  for  the  1982-83 
school  year. 

This  report  will  inform  Montana  citizens  about  programs  supervised  by 
the  State  Superintendent  and  the  Board  of  Public  Education  and  will  tell 
legislators  and  other  interested  individuals,  educators  and  state  agencies 
about  our  accompUshments  during  the  past  year. 

If  you  have  questions  or  comments  about  the  programs  in  this  report, 
please  let  us  know. 


Harriett  Meloy 

Chairperson 

Board  of  Public  Education 


Ed  Argenbright 
State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction 


Superintendent  Argenbright  presents  Teacher  of  the  Year  Award  to 
Don  Goddard  in  the  Montana  Senate  chambers. 


1983  Teacher  of  the  Year  Don  Goddard  practices  his  choir  at  the  hotel 
before  they  board  an  airplane  to  Nashville,  Tennessee.  His  choir  was 
chosen  to  perform  at  a  national  conference  there.  The  choir  members 
worked  for  several  months  to  earn  the  money  for  the  trip. 
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Teacher  of  the  Year  1983 


Flathead  High  School  music  instructor  Don  Goddard  was  named  Mon- 
tana's Teacher  of  the  Year  for  1983.  First  runner-up  was  Tina  Veroulis  of 
the  Four  Georgians  School  in  Helena,  and  the  second  runner-up  was 
Patricia  Peterson  of  Havre  High  School. 

Don  Goddard  has  been  an  educator  in  the  Kalispell  area  for  15  years.  He 
is  the  president  of  the  Montana  Chorale  Directors  Association  and  a  past 
district  president  of  the  American  Chorale  Directors  Association 
(ACDA).  In  1982  he  served  as  the  All  Northwest  Men's  Choral  Director 
and  was  appointed  to  the  ACDA  national  curriculum  committee  in  1981 
and  1982. 

Goddard  is  the  director  of  several  choirs  and  works  with  over  200 
students  each  year.  The  four  choirs  and  ensemble  groups  are  frequently 
asked  to  perform.  In  addition  to  the  annual  spring,  winter  and  Christmas 
concerts,  Goddard  has  directed  his  vocalists  in  musical  productions  such 
as  Fiddler  on  the  Roof  and  The  Sound  of  Music.  Goddard 's  three  major 
choirs  annually  tour  Washington,  Montana,  Alberta  and  British  Colum- 
bia. In  1982  his  was  one  of  two  high  school  choirs  selected  to  perform  at 
the  Northwest  American  Chorale  Directors  Association  Convention  in 
Washington.  That  same  year,  Goddard  led  his  choir  in  a  performance  at 
the  National  Convention  of  the  American  Chorale  Directors  Association 
in  Nashville. 

In  1982  Goddard  was  assistant  director  of  the  Montana  Youth  Choir 
during  its  tour  of  Europe.  During  the  summers  of  1980  and  1981,  he 
coached  the  quartets  at  the  Midsummer  Glow  in  Virginia  City.  As  a 
recognized  music  expert,  he  has  served  as  an  adjudicator  for  district 
music  festivals  for  four  years  and  has  worked  as  a  clinician  for  many 
schools  in  the  past  several  years.  Each  year  he  has  been  the  host  director 
for  the  Shotwell  Memorial  Music  Festival  in  Kalispell,  which  involves 
nearly  600  students  from  other  schools. 

"I  think  that  my  philosophy  of  education  could  be  summed  up  in  one 
word:  'positivity,'"  Goddard  said.  "Although  it  is  a  word  that  cannot  be 
found  in  the  diictionary,  it  describes  my  feelings  about  students  and 
education.  To  me,  'positivity'  simply  means  the  act  of  being  positive,  of 
maintaining  a  positive  mental  attitude,  of  dealing  with  students  in  a 
positive  manner,  and  encouraging  them  to  deal  with  each  other  in  the 
same  way." 


Task  Force  on  Excellence 


In  1982  State  Superintendent  Ed  Argenbright  appointed  a  Task  Force 
on  Excellence  in  Montana  Schools  to  help  schools  meet  Montanans '  expec- 
tations for  high  school  graduates.  Members  of  the  task  force  represented  a 
wide  range  of  careers,  experience  and  expertise.  Their  meetings  were 
devoted  to  the  preparation  of  a  report  presented  to  the  Superintendent  in 
January  1983. 


''A  Nation  at  Risk  " 


During  the  past  year,  public  education  was  the  focus  of  a  great  deal  of 
national  attention.  The  National  Commission  on  Excellence  in  Education, 
in  its  1983  publication  A  Nation  at  Risk,  reported  that  American  educa- 
tion was  in  a  critical  state  and  offered  suggestions  for  improvement.  Most 
states  took  the  opportunity  to  closely  assess  the  quality  of  education  in 
their  schools. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Montana  Task  Force  on  Excellence,  organized  by 
Superintendent  Ed  Argenbright,  had  already  begun  an  in-depth  evalua- 
tion of  the  quality  of  public  education  in  the  state.  In  its  final  report,  the 
task  force  reconmiended  43  skills  to  be  attained  by  graduating  high 
school  seniors.  The  report  also  offered  guidelines  for  establishing  high 
school  course  requirements. 

In  September  1983,  the  Office  of  Public  Instruction  sponsored  a 
statewide  administrators  conference  to  address  the  issues  evoked  by  the 
national  report  on  education.  Two  of  the  conference's  keynote  speakers 
were  members  of  the  National  Conunission  on  Excellence. 

As  part  of  the  review  of  education  quality,  Argenbright  recommended 
increasing  the  number  of  credits  required  for  graduation,  increasing  the 
required  grade  point  average  for  teacher  candidates,  mandating  achieve- 
ment tests  for  every  public  school  student,  and  requiring  tests  for  teacher 
certification.  Argenbright  also  recommended  detailed  studies  of  an  ex- 
tended school  year  and  teacher  incentive  pay. 
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What  is  the  OPI? 


The  Office  of  Public  Instruction  (OPI)  is  the  state  education  agency  and 
one  of  the  few  state  agencies  with  an  elected  official  at  its  head— the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  is  responsible  for  the  general 
supervision  of  the  state's  public  schools  and  districts  and  is  governing 
agent  and  executive  officer  of  vocational  education  for  the  state  of  Mon- 
tana. 

In  fiscal  year  (FY)  1983,  services  were  provided  to  152,401  school-age 
children  and  9,068  teachers  in  Montana's  554  school  districts.  The 
Superintendent's  office  provides  consulting  and  technical  assistance  in 
educational  planning  and  evaluation,  administers  vocational  education 
K-12  and  in  Montana's  five  postsecondary  centers,  disburses  state  and 
federal  funds,  recommends  accreditation  for  Montana's  public  schools, 
certifies  teachers  in  accordance  with  Board  of  PubUc  Education  rules,  pro- 
vides for  pupil  transportation  to  and  from  school,  supervises  state  hot 
lunch  programs,  administers  the  state's  special  education  programs,  ad- 
ministers a  wide  range  of  federal  programs  for  education,  and  hears  ap- 
peals from  school  boards  and  county  superintendents.  The  Office  of 
Public  Instruction  employs  subject-area  specialists  who  give  technical 
assistance  to  schools  and  teachers  in  curriculum,  budgets,  school  law, 
school  lunch,  Indian  education,  transportation,  federal  programs  and 
other  areas. 

The  Superintendent  serves  as  an  ex-officio  member  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  and  the  Board  of  PubUc  Education  and  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  the  State  Library  Commission  and  the 
Teachers'  Retirement  Board. 
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What  is  the 

Board  of  Public  Education? 


The  Board  of  Public  Education  serves  as  a  forum  for  discussion  of 
educational  policy  issues  and  solicits  comments  from  all  groups  with  a 
stake  in  the  future  of  education  in  Montana.  In  order  to  give  educators 
and  parents  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  its  activities,  the  board  has 
held  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  state. 

The  board  has  general  supervision  over  the  public  school  system.  It 
adopts  and  enforces  policies,  standards  and  requirements  for  teacher  cer- 
tification and  school  accreditation.  It  is  also  responsible  for  the 
maintenance  and  governance  of  the  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  and  the 
Fire  Services  Training  School,  both  in  Great  Falls.  Together  with  the 
Board  of  Regents,  which  is  resDonsible  for  the  state's  University  System, 
the  board  plans,  coordinates  and  evaluates  the  state's  educational 
system.  (For  more  detail  on  board  duties,  see  page  11.) 

The  Board  of  Public  Education  is  a  lay  board  with  seven  voting 
members,  each  serving  a  term  of  seven  years.  Members  are  appointed  by 
the  Governor  and  confirmed  by  the  Montana  Senate.  They  represent  a 
broad  geographical  distribution,  both  political  parties  and  a  cross  section 
of  professions;  all  are  men  and  women  with  a  commitment  to  education. 
The  Governor,  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Higher  Education  serve  as  ex-officio,  nonvoting  board  members. 
A  student  representative,  selected  each  year  by  the  Montana  Association 
of  Student  Councils,  also  serves  as  a  nonvoting  member  of  the  board. 

The  board  employs  an  executive  secretary  as  a  liaison  between  the 
board  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Board  members  meet  every  month  except  August  for  one  or  two  days  to 
address  business  items  related  to  the  task  of  providing  an  "orderly  and 
uniform"  school  system  with  "equal  educational  opportunity"  for  each 
person  in  the  state.  Twelve  committees  within  the  board  attend  to  various 
aspects  of  the  workload. 
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MontmoM  School  ffir  tli« 
Deal  and  Bitod  F(mad«t»xa 

Oiairmaii 


The  Board  of  Public  Education  listens  to  a  presentation  from  OPI  staff 
member  Rodney  Svee.  From  left  to  right  are:  Jim  Graham,  Julie  Pinter 
(student  member),  Tom  Thompson,  Allen  Gunderson,  Hidde  Van  Duym 
(executive  secretary),  Harriett  Meloy  and  Arthur  ''Rocky''  Schauer. 
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OPI  Designs  Teacher  Law  Workshop 


In  a  cooperative  effort,  the  Office  of  Public  Instruction,  Montana  Supreme  Court 
and  the  State  Bar  of  Montana  presented  a  workshop  for  teachers  called  ''Teaching 
Law  to  Montana  Students.  "  The  course  instructed  teachers  in  practical  methods  of 
incorporating  Montana  law  in  various  subject  areas. 

Above,  OPI  attorney  Rick  Bartos  (right)  and  Frank  Haswell,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  address  a  group  of  teachers  during  the  June  1983  session  of  the 
workshop. 
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State  Board  of  Education 


The  State  Board  of  Education  is  a  joint  board  composed  of  members  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  and  the  Board  of  Public  Education.  As  designated 
by  the  Constitution,  it  is  responsible  for  long-range  planning  and  the  coor- 
dination and  evaluation  of  public  education  policies  and  programs.  Agen- 
cies assigned  to  this  board  are  the  Montana  State  Library,  the  Montana 
Historical  Society  and  the  Montana  Arts  Council. 


TheOPI... 

continued  its  commitment  of  staff  support  to  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  an  effort  to  improve  agendas  and  board  business. 


TheBPE... 

and  the  Board  of  Regents  met  as  the  State  Board  of  Education  in 
September  1982,  with  Governor  Ted  Schwinden  presiding.  All  agencies 
assigned  to  the  board  presented  brief  reports  on  budget  requests  for  the 
1985  biennium.  In  addition,  the  board  amended  its  bylaws  and  passed  a 
resolution  urging  active  involvement  by  schools  and  teachers  in  the  use  of 
computers  and  their  instructional  processes.  A  task  force  was  appointed 
to  study  the  issues  of  college  preparation. 


State  Board  of  Education: 


Governor  Ted  Schwinden,  President 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  Ed  Argenbright,  Secretary 

Conunissioner  of  Higher  Education  Irving  Dayton,  Ex  Officio 


Board  of  Public  Education  Board  of  Regents 

Jim  Graham,  Ismay  Burt  Hurwitz,  White  Sulphur  Springs 

Allen  Gunderson,  Billings  Darla  Keck,  Havre 

Ted  Hazelbaker,  Dillon  Robert  M.  Knight,  Missoula 

George  Johnson,  Great  Falls  Beatrice  McCarthy,  Anaconda 

Harriett  Meloy,  Helena  Jeff  Morrison,  Helena 

Arthur  "Rocky"  Schauer,  Libby  Mary  Pace,  Bozeman 

Tom  Thompson,  Heart  Butte  Elsie  Redlin,  Lambert 
Juli  Pinter,  Helena 
(nonvoting  student  member) 
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Special  Olympics  Torch  Carried 
to  Butte  Games 


On  the  steps  of  the  Capitol  in  Helena,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion Ed  Argenbright  lights  the  torch  for  the  1983  State  Special  Olympics. 
Holding  the  torch  is  Nancy  Lukenbill,  OPI's  specialist  for  gifted  and  talented 
education.  Lukenbill  has  participated  in  the  ceremonious  run  for  five  consecutive 
years.  She  is  surrounded  by  some  of  the  120  elementary  school  students  from  the 
Belgrade  Runners  Club,  who  relayed  the  torch  to  the  1983  site  in  Butte.  It  took 
the  runners  IOV2  hours  to  carry  the  torch  from,  Helena  to  Butte. 
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Foundation  Program 


The  foundation  program,  established  by  the  Legislature  in  1947,  en- 
sures the  financial  basis  for  a  free  public  education  to  Montana's  school- 
age  children. 


TheOPI... 

distributed  $141.2  million  during  FY  1983  for  use  in  481  of  the  state's 
548  districts.  In  addition,  the  state's  share  of  permissive  ($32.8  million) 
was  distributed  in  409  districts.  The  Legislature  made  an  effort  to  more 
equitably  assess  the  cost  of  education. 


TheBPE... 

each  year  orders  the  disbursement  of  state  equalization  aid  in  five 
payments,  beginning  immediately  upon  establishment  of  final  en- 
titlements. Five  payments  of  approximately  20  percent  each  are  sent  on 
or  about  September  30,  January  30,  February  28,  March  30  and  June  20. 


Foundation  Program  by  Year 
(in  millions  of  dollars) 


State  Equalization  Aid     iL    \ 
140M       State  Share  of  Permissive     |        | 
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Educators  Updated  with 
Teleconferences 


During  the  1983  Legislature,  the  Office  of  Public  Instruction  held  a 
teleconference  every  two  weeks  to  keep  educators  updated  on  education 
legislation.  All  parts  of  the  state  were  connected  via  telephone  during  the 
audio  conferences.  State  Superintendent  Ed  Argenhright  (center)  is  shown 
here  with  Sen.  Bob  Brown  (R-Whitefish),  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Educa- 
tion Committee  (right),  and  Rep.  Fritz  Daily,  (D-Butte),  Chairman  of  the 
House  Education  Committee  (left). 
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Accreditation 


To  be  eligible  for  state  foundation  aid,  public  schools  must  be  ac- 
credited each  year  by  the  Board  of  PubUc  Education.  The  board  adopts 
accreditation  standards  and  accredits  schools  annually  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  State  Superintendent.  On-site  visits  are  made  at  least  once 
every  five  years. 


TheOPI... 

has  continued  its  commitment  to  on-site  visits  to  each  public  school  in 
the  state.  Staff  members  also  make  annual  visits  to  every  school  on  "pro- 
bation" accreditation  status  to  ensure  improvement  in  problem  areas. 
The  visitation  is  an  evaluation  process  as  well  as  an  opportunity  for  OPI 
to  help  local  educators  in  any  way  possible. 

TheBPE... 

historically  has  established  the  accreditation  status  of  all  public 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  and  any  nonpubHc  high  schools  re- 
questing accreditation.  There  are  three  types  of  accreditation:  "regular 
accreditation,"  "accredited  with  advice"  and  "accredited  on  probation." 
Evaluation  starts  at  the  beginning  of  each  school  year  and  is  based  on 
data  from  the  school  district,  supplemented  by  visitation  by  OPI  staff. 

Accreditation  standards  are  set  by  the  board.  Individual  standards  are 
reviewed  upon  request,  and  the  total  body  of  standards  is  thoroughly 
reviewed  every  five  years.  Recently  the  board  allowed  a  school  or  district 
the  option  to  use  an  alternative  for  any  of  the  standards,  as  long  as  the 
alternative  statisfies  the  same  values  required  by  the  replaced  standard. 


SUMMARY  OF  ACCREDITATION  STATUS 


Accreditation 

1980-81 

1981-82 

1982-83  ' 

Regular  Accreditation 

718 

755 

770 

Accredited  with  Advice 

61 

16 

22 

Accredited  on  Probation 

4 

11 

5 

Non-Accredited 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

783 

782 

797 

-17- 


Montana  a  Leader  in 
Computer  Education 


Montana  is  among  the  nation's  leaders  in  computer  technology  in  the 
classroom.  During  the  1982-83  school  year,  538  schools  had  over  1,800  com- 
puters. By  1984,  the  number  of  machines  and  computer-using  teachers 
nearly  doubled.  All  of  Montana's  high  schools  and  84  percent  of  its 
elementary  schools  have  computers.  The  computer-to-student  ratio  in 
schools  is  1  to  46— nearly  the  lowest  in  the  country. 

In  the  past  year,  12  national  magazines  carried  articles  about  Montana 
computer  education  programs.  Several  Montana  teachers  have  received 
national  recognition  for  their  activities. 
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Certification 


By  law,  professional  educators  in  the  public  school  system  must  be  pro- 
perly certified.  The  Board  of  Public  Education  sets  poUcies,  and  the  State 
Superintendent  issues  all  certificates.  The  board  hears  appeals  on  cases 
of  denial  of  certification  and  cases  of  suspension  and  revocation. 


TheOPI... 

processed  over  5,800  certificates  during  FY  1983,  approximately  25  per- 
cent of  which  were  initial  certification  for  beginning  teachers. 

Interstate  certification  agreements  are  in  effect  with  Idaho,  Utah  and 
South  Dakota.  An  agreement  with  Washington  is  in  progress. 

The  BPE . . . 

estabUshes  the  kinds  of  credits  that  may  be  used  to  renew  teachers'  cer- 
tificates. This  year  it  identified  several  areas  of  certification  for  discus- 
sion and  study,  including  teacher  testing  and  the  issuance  and  use  of  a 
provisional  certificate. 

The  board  also  suspends  or  revokes  teacher  certificates  for  reasons 
outlined  in  MCA  20-4-110.  The  number  of  cases  varies  each  year. 


TEACHER  CERTIFICATE  SUMMARY 


1979 

1980 

t  f\ot\ 

1983 

1978 

1981 

1982 

Certificates  issued 

4,989 

5,450 

5,523 

5,577 

5,862 

5,860 

Certificates  denied 

41 

61 

35 

38 

53 

37 

Out-of-state  certificate 
requests 

1,285 

1,048 

1,064 

1,320 

1,341 

1,361 
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New  Facilities  at 

School  for  Deaf  and  Blind 


The  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  dedicated  its  new  campus  facilities, 
including  two  residential  cottages,  a  food  service  building  and  a  physical 
therapy  center.  The  event  marked  the  completion  of  a  building  program 
authorized  and  funded  by  the  Montana  Legislature.  Education  is  not 
guaranteed  by  bricks  and  mortar  alone;  however,  a  pleasant  and  func- 
tional environment  is  basic  for  creating  a  viable  learning  program.  The 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  in  Great  Falls  is  one  of  the  most  respected  in 
the  country. 
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Teacher  Education 


The  teacher  education  program  establishes  training  and  experience  re- 
quirements for  public  school  teachers.  Approval  of  teacher  education  pro- 
grams can  also  lead  to  certification  reciprocity  with  contracted  states. 


TheOPI... 

continues  to  implement  the  standards  for  teacher  education  on  behalf  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Education.  This  year  a  19-member  team  reviewed  pro- 
grams at  Western  Montana  College  in  Dillon.  The  process  is  ongoing, 
with  all  in-state  pubUc  and  private  colleges  to  be  visited  on  a  five-year 
cycle.  OPI  also  translates  recjuests  for  change  into  a  revised  set  of  stan- 
deu'ds  for  the  board  to  consider  every  five  years.  This  process  was  ac- 
complished in  1983. 


TheBPE... 

adopts  standards  for  approving  teacher  education  programs.  Those  col- 
leges that  meet  the  standards  are  reported  as  satisfying  the  requirements 
of  the  Interstate  Certification  Compact  (MCA  20-4-121).  At  present,  the 
agreement  is  in  operation  with  Idaho,  Utah  and  South  Dakota. 

In-state  teacher  education  programs  are  reviewed  by  visiting  teams  of 
from  17  to  40  members,  depending  on  the  number  of  programs.  To  date, 
teacher  education  programs  at  Carroll  College,  Montana  State  Universi- 
ty, Western  Montana  College  and  the  University  of  Montana  have  been 
reviewed.  Two  reviews  are  scheduled  for  1984. 


Review  and  Ap{m>val  of  Teacher  Education  Programs: 


Carroll  College 
Montana  State  University 
University  of  Montana 
Western  Montana  College 
Eastern  Montana  CoUege 
Northern  Montana  College 
CoUege  of  Great  Falls 
Rocky  Mountain  College 


20  programs  approved 

36  programs  approved 

38  prc^^rams  approved 

19  programs  approved;  4  programs  provisional 

Visit  scheduled,  March  1984 

Visit  scheduled,  November  1984 

Visit  pending 

Visit  pending 
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Adult  Programs 


Adult  education  programs  meet  the  needs  of  Montanans  with  less  than 
a  high  school  education  by  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  improve  basic 
academic  skills  and  obtain  a  high  school  creaential. 


TheOPI... 

administered  Adult  Basic  Education  (ABE)  funds  to  35  adult  basic 
education  classroom  sites  where  Montanans  receive  training  in  basic 
skills.  OPI  also  administered  the  General  Education  Development  (GED) 
testing  program  (of  2,934  individuals  tested  in  1982,  1,847  received  cer- 
tificates) and  established  five  External  Diploma  Program  centers 
(Missoula,  Great  Falls,  Helena,  Glendive  and  Kalispell). 


The  BPE . . . 

established  requirements  for  high  school  equivalency  tests  after  World 
War  II  so  that  veterans  who  were  unable  to  finish  high  school  could 
receive  a  certificate  of  equivalency.  Over  the  years  the  program  has 
broadened  to  include  any  citizen  of  Montana  who  wants  a  secondary 
education  credential.  Recently  the  board  approved  the  External  Diploma 
Program,  which  permits  adults  without  a  traditional  secondary  education 
credential  to  obtain  proof  that  they  have  acquired  the  general,  accepted 
skiUs  and  knowledge  of  a  high  school  graduate. 


Federal 

State 

Local 

ADULT  BASIC  EDUCATION  FUNDING 

$378,133 

$120,133 

1 

$143,793 
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Montana  Adopts 
External  Diploma  Program 


Until  recently,  Montana  adults  who  failed  to  complete  high  school  had 
two  alternatives.  They  could  live  with  the  economic  handicap  of  not  hav- 
ing a  diploma,  or  they  could  take  a  battery  of  General  Educational 
Development  (GED)  tests  and  possibly  earn  a  Montana  High  School 
Equivalency  Certificate.  Now  there  is  another  alternative  in  Montana. 
The  External  Diploma  Program,  field  tested  in  Montana  during  the  past 
four  years,  gives  adults  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  secondary  diploma  by 
measuring  their  ability  in  64  different  skills. 

Pictured  is  Bill  Shupe  (left)  of  the  Helena  Adult  Learning  Center  as  he 
discusses  the  program  with  two  Helena  adult  education  students. 
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^'Save  Our  Statue  ^^  Launched 


^//#/-f^ 


The  Save  Our  Statue  project,  a  national  program  to  involve  students  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  was  successfully  launched  in  Montana 
schools.  Several  districts  enthusiastically  started  local  programs,  and  over 
$6,000  was  collected  the  first  year.  Many  curricular  ideas  incorporated 
patriotism  in  the  classroom. 

Montana  schools,  the  first  to  conduct  an  organized  effort  for  the  restoration, 
have  been  leaders  in  the  project.  Montana's  early  participation  resulted  in  State 
Superintendent  Ed  Argenbright  being  named  to  the  National  Education  Ad- 
visory Committee. 


School  Foods 


Local  school  districts  are  offered  a  variety  of  school  food  programs  to 
meet  their  students'  needs. 


TheOPI... 

supervises  and  administers  the  National  School  Lunch  Program,  School 
Breakfast  Program,  School  Milk  Program,  Food  Distribution  Program, 
Nutrition  Education  and  Training  Program  and  Summer  Food  Service 
Program  in  approximately  747  pubUc  and  private  schools,  residential 
child  care  institutions  and  summer  food  service  program  sites.  More  than 
60  percent  of  all  school  children  participate  in  the  National  School  Lunch 
Program. 

A  total  of  $11,387,219  in  federal  and  state  funds,  in  the  form  of  cash  or 
food,  was  distributed  to  eligible  participants  during  the  year.  OPI  also 
acts  as  a  broker  to  assist  schools  in  food  purchasing  and  provides 
technical  and  administrative  assistance  and  training  to  all  participants. 


The  BPE . . 


receives  an  annual  report  on  the  financial,  administrative  and  opera- 
tional phases  of  the  school  food  services  program. 


National  School  Lunch 
Program  Growth~1973-1983 


School 
Year 

No.  of 
Schools 

No.  of 
Daily  Lunches 

1972-73 

500 

64,548 

1981-82 

674 

76,208 

1982-83 

734 

76,148 

Cooperative  Purchasing  Program 


Date 

No.  of 
Si^ools 

No.  of 
Units 

Total  Value 

September  1982 

104 

20,910 

$308,785.39 

September  1983 

129 

22,866 

$408,921.83 
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Montana  Education  Fair  Successful 


In  May  1982,  OPI  organized  the  first  Montana  Education  Fair,  as  102 
different  innovative  approaches  to  teaching  were  brought  together  and 
shared  with  other  educators.  The  fair  was  held  in  Helena  and  over  500 peo- 
ple attended.  The  event  was  so  successful  that  in  March  1983,  a  second 
education  fair  was  held  in  Great  Falls  with  nearly  450  in  attendance.  Pro- 
grams shared  at  the  fair  serve  as  resources  for  other  districts. 
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Special  Education 


Special  education  programs  ensure  that  thousands  of  handicapped 
Montana  students  have  the  opportunity  for  a  free  and  appropriate  educa- 
tion. 


TheOPI... 

approved  state  budgets  for  398  school  districts  in  the  amount  of 
$25,183,707  for  school  year  1982-83.  Staff  members  monitored  59  pro- 
grams and  assisted  public  and  private  schools  in  program  development 
training  in  special  education.  OPI  also  approved  23  special  education 
cooperative  budgets,  79  federal  EHA-B  grants  and  37  Preschool  Incen- 
tive Grants,  totaling  $2,486,920  as  of  September  30,  1983. 


TheBPE... 

sets  general  policy  and  hears  reports  on  special  education  services. 
Special  education  is  incorporated  in  accreditation  standards  for  all 
schools. 


$2700 
$2600 
$2500 
$2400 
$2300 
$2200 
$2100 
$2000 
$1900 
$1800 
$1700 
$1600 
$1500 
0 


1977-78 


1978-79 


1979-80 


1980-81 


1981-82 


1982-83 


AVERAGE    FUNDS  AVAILABLE  FOR 
SPECIAL  EDUCATION  PER  HANDICAPPED  STUDENT. 
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New  Requirement  for  School  Buses 


Terry  Brown  (left),  school  transportation  specialist  for  OPI,  talks  with  George 
Hall,  Helena  school  bus  contractor,  about  a  new  requirement  in  bus  safety.  All 
school  buses  must  have  an  additional  mirror  on  the  right  fender.  Montana  has 
over  56,900  school  children  rirding  buses  each  day  and  over  2,000  school  bus 
drivers  traveling  nearly  93,000  miles  during  the  year. 
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Transportation 


Over  one  third  of  the  state's  student  population  is  transported  to  and 
from  school  every  day  by  school  bus.  Both  drivers  and  buses  must  be  cer- 
tified. 


TheOPI... 

conducts  year-round  safety  programs  for  both  bus  drivers  and 
students.  Over  500  school  bus  drivers  were  trained  last  year  through 
voluntary  programs. 

The  number  of  pupils  transported  daily  during  FY  1983  was  56,920  at 
an  average  cost  of  $372.90  per  child.  The  state  paid  a  total  reimbursement 
of  $5,205,578.49  to  local  school  districts. 


The  BPE . . . 

sets  the  standards  for  the  design,  construction  and  operation  of  school 
buses  in  agreement  with  federal  and  state  regulations.  During  the  past 
year,  the  board  adopted  standards  allowing:  liquid  propane  gas  conversion 
equipment.  Under  the  provisions  of  MCA  20-10-111,  the  board  adopted 
minimum  standards  for  the  use  of  smaller,  four-wheel  drive  vehicles. 


STATE  PAYMENTS  FOR  TRANSPORTATION 
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''Montana  Melody  ^^  Becomes  State  Ballad 


Sandy  Heffelfinger's  5th  grade  class  from  the  Jefferson  School  in 
Helena  presented  State  Superintendent  Ed  Argenbright  with  four  boxes 
of  phonograph  records— all  copies  o/ Montana  Melody,  the  state's  official 
ballad.  During  the  1983  legislative  session,  the  students  lobbied  hard  to 
pass  the  song  proposal  through  the  legislative  process.  Once  the  bill 
passed,  the  class  raised  money  to  record  copies  for  each  elementary  school 
in  the  state. 
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Montana  School  Statistics 


Montana 

•  Population: 

1970  census  —  694,409 
1980  census  —  786,690 

•  School-age  population  (age  5-17): 

1970  census  —  196,071 
1980  census  —167,440 

•  Montana  ranks: 

Geography  —  4th  largest  state 
Population  —  44th  largest  state 


Montana  Schools 

XT      u        ,      uv        u     1  ^-  .  •  .  i982-83  1983-84 

•  Number  of  pubhc  school  districts: 

Elementary  districts  391  389 

Secondary  districts  163  163 

Total  districts  554  552 

•  Number  of  public  schools: 

Elementary  schools  595  592 

Junior  high  schools  18  18 

High  schools  169  169 

•  Identified  private  schools 

Elementary  schools  —  121 
Secondary  schools  —  12 

•  Schools  operated  by  State  Board  of  Institutions  —  5 

•  One- teacher  schools  —  110 


School  Size  (1983-84) 


•     Elementary  Schools 

Schools  with  less  than  10  students 
Schools  with  10  to  49  students 
Schools  with  50  to  99  students 
Schools  with  100  or  more  students 
Total  elementary  schools 


Schools 

Students 

80 

509 

109 

2577 

77 

5607 

326 

91,520 

592 

100,213   -31 

•  Junior  High  Schools 

Total  junior  high  schools 

•  High  Schools 

Schools  with  less  than  50  students 
Schools  with  50  to  99  students 
Schools  with  100  to  499  students 
Schools  with  500  or  more  students 
Total  high  schools 

Students 

•  Public  school  enrollment: 

Pre-Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Elementary  (1-6) 

Junior  high  (7-8) 

High  school  (9-12) 

Special  education  (ungraded) 

Total  elementary 
Total  secondary 
Total  enrollment 

•  High  school  graduates: 

Total  graduates 


18 


12.044 


43 

1,496 

38 

2,840 

68 

15,446 

20 

21,607 

169 

41,389 

1982-83 

1983-84 

135 

108 

11,341 

11,887 

69,765 

69,772 

24,138 

24,781 

45,007 

44.906 

2,015 

2,192 

106,935 

108,268 

45,466 

45.378 

152,401 

153,646 

Spring  '82 

Spring  '83 

11.162 

10,689 

•     Education  of  adults  age  25  or  older  (1980  census): 
Completed  years  of  school  (0  to  8)  —  64,333 
Completed  less  than  four  years  high  school  —  51,001 
Completed  four  years  high  school  —  171,109 
Completed  one  or  more  years  of  college  —  164,419 
Percent  population  graduating  —  74.4% 


•     GED  certificates  (1983): 
Total  tested  -  2.656 
Certificates  issued  —  1,669 
Average  age  of  GED  examinees 
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Educational  Staff  (FTE)-1983-84 

•     Classroom  teachers: 

Elementary  schools 

Men  -  1,762 

Women  —  4,658 

Total  —  6.420 
Secondary  schools 

Men  —  2,005 

Women  —  1.055 

Total  —  3,060 
Total  classroom  teachers  —  9,480 
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•  Principals  and  supervisors  —  861 

•  Nonsupervisory  instructional  staff  —  863.1 


Funding  (1983-84) 


•     General  fund  budget  totals: 
Foundation  Program 

state  —  $141,813,405 
county  -  $88,448,692 
local  -           $104,311 
Total* 

Permissive  levy 

state  —      $39,806,787 
district  -  $17,720,344 
Total* 

Voted  levy 
Total 

$230,366,468 


$57,527,135 

$122,924,673 
$410,818,276 


*  Totals  do  not  agree  due  to  rounding. 
•     Cost  per  pupil  (general  fund  per  ANB) 


Including 

Excluding  Special 

Special  Education 

Education 

1983-84  - 

-  $2,726  (2.52/hr.) 

1983-84  -  $2,552 

1982-83  - 

-  $2,540 

1982-83  -  $2,373 

1981-82  - 

-  $2,265 

1981-82  -  $2,114 

1980-81  - 

-  $1,982 

1980-81  -  $1,848 

1979-80  - 

-  $1,760 

1979-80  -  $1,608 

1978-79  - 

-  $1,600  (1.48/hr.) 

1978-79  -  $1,431 

Office  of  PubKc  Instruction 

DPI  Budgeted  Positions 

1978-1984 

Fiscal  Year 

Professinnnl 

Support 

Total 

(August  1) 

1978 

89.0 

84.0 

173.0 

1979 

87.0 

78.5 

165.5 

1980 

87.5 

70.0 

157.5 

1981 

86.5 

70.0 

156.5 

1982 

77.0 

64.5 

141.5 

1983 

72.5 

59.0 

131.5 

1984 

66.5 

58.0 

124.5 
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